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3.  Some did not preserve the copies received under the acts,
but lent the books to their professors and students, or sold
them as opportunity occurred.
4.  Others were ready to sell their unwanted copies if purchasers
could be found.
5.  Legal deposit discouraged literature and learning by levying
an onerous tax without any compensation.
6.  The copyright privilege had never been systematically en-
forced nor complied with.
7.  The libraries demanded indiscriminately copies of all works
published.1
For these and various other reasons legal deposit was regarded
by authors, printers, and publishers as a drag on the power of the
press, as it was intended to be on its first official appearance in the
Licensing Act of 1662*
The character and experience of the witnesses, the clarity of
their statements, and the faultless logic of their conclusions sway-
ed the Committee in their favour. Convinced of the injustice of
the tax, the Committee made a commendation distinctly fa-
vourable to the aggrieved parties, namely: "That it is desirable
that so much of the Copyright Act as requires the gratuitous de-
livery of eleven copies should be repealed, except in so far as
relates to the British Museum, and that it is desirable that a fixed
allowance should be granted in lieu thereof, to such of the other
public libraries as may be thought expedient."
By this means it was thought that the evil complained of would
be entirely removed, the universities and libraries would be
amply supplied with books, and that the art of literature would be
encouraged- Strangely enough, the Select Committee did not
seem very confident that this recommendation would be viewed
favourably by the House. On the contrary, they seemed appre-
1 Robert Southey, the poet (the reputed author of this article), wrote con-
cerning the university libraries: "It cannot be necessary that they should
supply the student with Dr Mayor's Catechism for the Use of Children
under seven years of age, with the newest editions of Dr Solomon'* Guide to
Health, nor with treatises upon the theory and practice of gaming, upon tiie
breeding and training of greyhounds, and upon the Savouring of wines and
spiritous liquors. It is possible, however, that they may have no other means
of ascertaining what is good, than by requiring a general delivery from tbe
booksellers, and by a subsequent collection on the spot. Still the harr&hip of
tike general delivery remains." Quarterly Review ^ xxi, p. 210.